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ROMANS 11:17-36 
 
 

 

“WHAT ABOUT THE JEWS”? 
 
 
Last Week’s Takeaway: Israel’s rejection of the Gospel is only temporary and 
there has always been a faithful remnant even among the Jews. 
 
A. Jews for Jesus 
 
B. Messianic Jews 
 
 
LESSON IN CAPSULE: 
 

1. The Good News is proclaimed to the Jews, who mostly respond with 
unbelief.  

 

1. Many Gentiles respond to the message with faith. 

 
A. As the natural branches were broken off, branches from a WILD olive tree have 
been crafted in (11:17). Only after being resisted in the synagogues, by the Jews, 
did Paul take the Gospel to the Gentiles 
 



1. Many Jews respond to the Good News with faith. 

 
A. In the future, the natural branches (Jews)will be grafted in again (11:23). “As 
Gentiles enjoy the blessing of salvation, Jews become jealous and respond to the 
Good News. 
 

1. God pours out great blessing on the world, including the resurrection from 
the dead. When Jews finally turn to the Lord in greater numbers, there will 
be a “much greater blessing” (11/12) and the dead will be resurrected 
(11:15). The close of time/history will see a great community of both Jews 
and Gentiles praising God for His mercy. It is then that all people will see 
and understand the great wisdom and love of God (11:33-36). 

 
 
Definitions: 
 
A. God’s special olive tree refers to the people of God. This would be understood 
by Paul’s audience because the olive tree is the most widely cultivated fruit tree 
in the Mediterranean basin. It was also a symbol used for Israel by Jeremiah 
(11:16) and Hosea (14:5-6). 
 
Jeremiah 11:16 NLT 
“I, the Lord, once called them a thriving olive tree, beautiful to see and full of 
good fruit. But now I have sent the fury of their enemies to burn them with fire, 
leaving them charred and broken.” 
 
Hosea 14:5-6 NLT 
“I will be to Israel like a refreshing dew from heaven. Israel will blossom like the 
lily; it will send roots deep into the soil like the cedars in Lebanon. Its branches 
will spread out like beautiful olive trees, as fragrant as the cedars of Lebanon.” 
 
 
Paul refers to the Gentile Christians as a WILD olive tree because they were not 
originally included among the people of God.  
 



When referring to trees and roots, the following is found to be true: 
 
A. The tree bears the same character as the root.  
 
B. If the root (Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob) is holy (set apart by God), so then are 
the branches (the nation growing from the root).  
 
CONCLUSION: The fruit will provide true indication to the wellness or rottenness 
of a tree, which then points to the root or base upon which it stands. 
 
 

1. Paul’s Warning to the Gentiles (17-24) 

 
Romans 11:17 NLT 
“But some of these branches from Abraham’s tree—some of the people of 
Israel—have been broken off. And you Gentiles, who were branches from a wild 
olive tree, have been grafted in. So now you also receive the blessing God has 
promised Abraham and his children, sharing in the rich nourishment from the 
root of God’s special olive tree.” 
 
The unbelief of the Jews sent Paul to the Gentiles with the Gospel. Belief by the 
Gentiles (wild olive tree) allowed them to be grafted into the natural tree (based 
on Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob)and they received the same privilege of sharing the 
fruit of the olive tree. The Gentiles actually share now in the benefits promised to 
Abraham. 
 
A. Thankful -vs-Boasting 
 
Romans 11:18 NLT 
“But you must not brag about being grafted in to replace the branches that were 
broken off. You are just a branch, not the root.” 
 
Gentiles (we)have nothing to brag about—especially concerning the fallen 
branches (Jews that rejected the Gospel). We enjoy the blessing of God only 
because of the patriarchs of Israel. 
 



The church was mostly made up of Gentiles in Rome. Their dominant role in 
numbers led many to brag about their status while actually looking down on the 
Jews’ religious heritage with disdain. Paul reminds them (Gentiles) that they only 
enjoy God’s blessings because they have been included in the “one people” of 
God, who are rooted in God’s promises to Israel. 
 
Proverbs 16:18 NLT 
“Pride goes before destruction, and haughtiness before a fall.” 
 
 
Romans 11:19-21 NLT 
““Well,” you may say, “those branches were broken off to make room for me.” 
Yes, but remember—those branches were broken off because they didn’t believe 
in Christ, and you are there because you do believe. So don’t think highly of 
yourself, but fear what could happen. For if God did not spare the original 
branches, he won’t spare you either.” 
 
A. The reason Israel was broken off or cast away and has fallen is so the Gentiles 
could be grafted into the tree. 
 
B. Israel was broken off because of unbelief. The Gentiles were grafted in because 
they stood in faith!  
 
C. Paul warns the Gentiles not to become prideful (haughty—become full of 
themselves) but to have a referential fear. Their standing before God is based on 
faith alone. Any feelings of superiority or having deserved or earned God’s 
righteousness were out of place. 
 
 
John 4:22 NLT 
“You Samaritans know very little about the one you worship, while we Jews know 
all about him, for salvation comes through the Jews.” 
 
D. If God would cut off an apostate Israel because of her unbelief, how much 
more surely will He cut off an apostate church because of unbelief. The visible 
church today is mostly Gentile. It encompasses true Saints, heretics, apostates, 
and others who reject the absolute authority of scripture, deny the truths 



contained in them, and deny the deity of Christ. The judgement of God will surely 
fall on such who claim Christ but deny His personhood and position of authority 
as the Son of God. 
 
 
ROMANS 11:22-24 NLT 
“Notice how God is both kind and severe. He is severe toward those who 
disobeyed, but kind to you if you continue to trust in his kindness. But if you stop 
trusting, you also will be cut off. And if the people of Israel turn from their 
unbelief, they will be grafted in again, for God has the power to graft them back 
into the tree. You, by nature, were a branch cut from a wild olive tree. So if God 
was willing to do something contrary to nature by grafting you into his cultivated 
tree, he will be far more eager to graft the original branches back into the tree 
where they belong.” 
 
 
To be “cut off” is to be fallen—to fall down so as to be completely ruined! 
 
A. Israel experienced God’s severity because of her unbelief and was cut off from 
the tree. Because of faith, the Gentiles experienced the goodness of God. Please 
note that this can be reversed, not because God keeps changing His mind, but 
because of human pride! Pride is a dangerous thing!!! 
 
B. If the Gentiles continue in God’s goodness , they will not be cut off.if the Jews 
turn to God in faith, they can be grafted in again. Note, this is not a reference to 
individual salvation, but instead speaks to God’s program for Jews and Gentiles. 
The grafting of the Gentiles was really an unnatural process. Typically stronger 
branches were grafted into a weaker tree to strengthen it. In the case of the 
Gentiles, a weaker branch is grafted into a stronger tree—a wild branch into a 
superior tree and good fruit is again produced—unlikely and goes against all 
practices and teachings—but God!!! Contrary to Nature!!! 
 
 
 

1. The Restoration of Israel (25-32) 

 



Romans 11:25 NLT 
“I want you to understand this mystery, dear brothers and sisters, so that you will 
not feel proud about yourselves. Some of the people of Israel have hard hearts, 
but this will last only until the full number of Gentiles comes to Christ.” 
 
A. Failure to understand the mystery easily leads one to be wise in their own 
opinion—this leads to haughtiness and being boastful. Paul is heard to utter this 
warning later on in Romans 12:3: 
 
“Because of the privilege and authority God has given me, I give each of you this 
warning: Don’t think you are better than you really are. Be honest in your 
evaluation of yourselves, measuring yourselves by the faith God has given us.” 
Romans 12:3 NLT 
 
Romans 12:3 NKJV 
“For I say, through the grace given to me, to everyone who is among you, not to 
think of himself more highly than he ought to think, but to think soberly, as God 
has dealt to each one a measure of faith.” 
 
B. Mystery—blindness or hardness/state of a person’s heart—this does not refer 
to something that cannot be understood but rather to a divine truth once hidden 
and then revealed by God—at the appointed time to those who have spiritual 
perception. Mere observation will not provide any insight into what God is about 
to reveal.  
 
C. Why is it now being revealed? It is being revealed so that the Gentiles would 
not become conceited or become arrogant!!! 
 
TIMING: Fulness of the Gentiles—many believe this is the period of time from the 
calling out,of the church on the Day of Pentecost until the rapture of,the church 
described in 1Thessalonians 4:13-18: 
 
“But I do not want you to be ignorant, brethren, concerning those who have fallen 
asleep, lest you sorrow as others who have no hope. For if we believe that Jesus 
died and rose again, even so God will bring with Him those who sleep in Jesus. For 
this we say to you by the word of the Lord, that we who are alive and remain until 
the coming of the Lord will by no means precede those who are asleep. For the 



Lord Himself will descend from heaven with a shout, with the voice of an 
archangel, and with the trumpet of God. And the dead in Christ will rise first. Then 
we who are alive and remain shall be caught up together with them in the clouds 
to meet the Lord in the air. And thus we shall always be with the Lord. Therefore 
comfort one another with these words.” 
I Thessalonians 4:13-18 NKJV 
 
 
Romans 11:26-27 
“And so all Israel will be saved. As the Scriptures say, “The one who rescues will 
come from Jerusalem, and he will turn Israel away from ungodliness. And this is 
my covenant with them, that I will take away their sins.”” 
 
Points of Contention: 
 
A. All Israel—this does not mean that every individual Jew will be saved 
 
B. Fulness of the Gentiles—this does not mean that every individual Gentile will 
be saved. 
 
Paul’s reference is to the TRUE JEWS: 
 
Romans 2:28-29 NLT 
“For you are not a true Jew just because you were born of Jewish parents or 
because you have gone through the ceremony of circumcision. No, a true Jew is 
one whose heart is right with God. And true circumcision is not merely obeying 
the letter of the law; rather, it is a change of heart produced by the Spirit. And a 
person with a changed heart seeks praise from God, not from people.” 
 
Romans 11:28-29 NLT 
“Many of the people of Israel are now enemies of the Good News, and this 
benefits you Gentiles. Yet they are still the people he loves because he chose their 
ancestors Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob. For God’s gifts and his call can never be 
withdrawn.” 
 



A. Israel, concerning the gospel, are enemies for the sake of the Gentiles. As for 
election, they are loved of God—chosen by God in His SOVEREIGNTY! Because of 
His,love for their fathers, God loves them still. 
 
B. God does not change God’s mind, and therefore His promises are irrevocable 
or unchangeable. 
 
 
Romans 11:30-32 NLT 
“Once, you Gentiles were rebels against God, but when the people of Israel 
rebelled against him, God was merciful to you instead. Now they are the rebels, 
and God’s mercy has come to you so that they, too, will share in God’s mercy. For 
God has imprisoned everyone in disobedience so he could have mercy on 
everyone.” 
 
A. The Gentiles obtained mercy through the Jews’ unbelief. Through the mercy of 
God, the Jews will also obtain mercy—keeping from us that which we deserve! 
 
B. The Jews disobedience did not alter or abort God’s plan but instead allowed 
Him to,have mercy on all people. His mercy was never intended for only a single 
group of people, but some groups have been chosen to share His mercy with the 
rest of the world. (Remember that God told Abraham that he and his descendants 
would be a blessing to the entire world.) 
 
Galatians 3:26-29 NLT 
“For you are all children of God through faith in Christ Jesus. And all who have 
been united with Christ in baptism have put on Christ, like putting on new clothes. 
There is no longer Jew or Gentile, slave or free, male and female. For you are all 
one in Christ Jesus. And now that you belong to Christ, you are the true children 
of Abraham. You are his heirs, and God’s promise to Abraham belongs to you.” 
 
 
Chapter 11 to be FINISHED NEXT TIME: The Hymn of Praise 
 


